
Free wireless internet service began Wednesday for Air Force-affiliated members here  at Bagram Airfield, Af-
ghanistan. The effort to provide Airmen with the service was spearheaded by the 455th Expeditionary Commu-
nications Squadron and is part of the Air Force-wide “Year of the Air Force Family” program, and seeks to pro-
vide a means for deployed Airmen to contact their families. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Christopher Boitz) 

Secretary of the Air Force Michael 

B. Donley, is part of the Air Force-

wide, “Year of the Air Force Fam-

ily” program and seeks to provide a 

means for deployed Airmen to con-

tact their families. 

  According to Lt. Col. William 

„Mack‟ Bessemer, the 455th Air Ex-

peditionary Wing Communication 
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  Free wireless internet service began 

yesterday for Air Force-affiliated 

members here  at Bagram Airfield, 

Afghanistan. 

  The initiative, mandated by       

Squadron Commander, Airmen oper-

ating in nearly all areas of Bagram 

Airfield will have access to the Web. 

  “Right now, all of Camp Cunning-

ham, Camp Yuen, the Joint Opera-

tions Center, Camp Warrior, the 

See Wi-MAX, Next 
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tower area and most of the areas along 

the flightline will have access to it,” 

Bessemer said. 

  According to the colonel, the system 

will enable 300 to 400 Airmen to log 

on at once and use medium-rate voice 

over internet applications. 

  The capability should be comparable 

to what commercial internet providers 

are providing for about $70 a month 

now. 

  “Hopefully, it [the capability] will be 

a little better,” Bessemer, a native of 

Pleasant Beach, N.J., said. 

  The only Web sites slated to be 

blocked will be those that are clear 

violations of U.S. Air Forces Central 

General Order 1B and sites that could 

“bog down” the system. 

  “The only things we‟re going to block 

are pornography and torrent sites,” the 

lieutenant colonel said. “Pretty much 

everything else should be unblocked.” 

Wi-MAX, Cont. 

See Wi-MAX, Next 

Windows XP Instructions 

 

Select the “start” button 

Go to Run 

Type CMD 

At the command prompt type: 
GETMAC or IPCONFIG / ALL 

 
Locate PHYSICAL ADDRESS 

(wireless adapter; should start 
with a 00) 

 

Vista / Windows 7 Instructions 

 

Select Start button left hand cor-
ner; at the start search area 
(right above start button) type: 

CMD 

 

 At the command prompt type: 
 

GETMAC or IPCONFIG / ALL 

 

Locate PHYSICAL ADDRESS 

(wireless adapter; should start 
with a 00) 

 

Macintosh Instructions 

 

Select “About this Mac” 

Select “More Info” button (will 
launch system profiler) 
Select “Network” line in the left 
column, under the “Ethernet” 
section you will see the Mac ad-

dress (should start with a 00) 

Instructions for retrieving MAC Address 
(Physical Address) 



  Torrent sites are peer-to-peer file 

sharing sites used to download me-

dia, but use a lot of bandwidth in 

doing so and could slow down the 

system substantially, the squadron 

commander said. 

  The process for accessing the ser-

vice is pretty straight-forward, Bes-

semer said. 

  Airmen assigned by their respective 

squadron commanders will gather 

interested people‟s media access 

control addresses. The MAC address 

is a unique identifier assigned to 

most network adapters or network 

interface cards by their manufactur-

ers for identification. 

  Each Airman or Air Force-affiliated 

civilian will only be allowed to sub-

mit one MAC address. According to 

Bessemer, the reason for this is to 

limit potential abuse where validated 

users might add unauthorized users 

to the list. 

  The lieutenant colonel acknowl-

edged some Airmen have more than 

one wireless-enabled device here, 

but the “one and done” policy is the 

only way to curb potential abuse. 

  “The way it works is, if after ac-

cessing the wireless connection, the 

system recognizes your MAC ad-

dress it will accomplish a 

“handshake” with your computer and 

allow it on the network,” Bessemer 

said. 

  The list of approved MAC ad-

dresses will be updated frequently to 

allow newly assigned Airmen and 

those who haven‟t tried it before to 

have access. 

  According to Bessemer, the first 30 

days of service will be considered a 

testing phase where it will be opera-

tional, but like any new system bugs 

will have to be worked out. After the 

testing phase, the system will be 

fully operational and the Communi-

cation Squadron will be prepared to 

help with any issues. 

  While the wireless access is an im-

portant morale tool, Bessemer made 

sure to note that it is a secondary 

priority to mission accomplishment 

here. Communication requirements 

for defending the base, supplying the 

fight and winning will always come 

first. 

  The new system leverages emerg-

ing technology called worldwide 

interoperability for microwave ac-

cess which is a wireless digital com-

munications system intended for 

wireless metropolitan area networks. 

  It can provide a broadband wireless 

signal up to 30 miles whereas the 

typical wireless local area network, 

known to most as Wi-Fi, is limited in 

most cases to only 100 to 300 feet. 

  Most laptops and other devices Air-

men have aren‟t equipped to “read” 

the new Wi-MAX signal, so Wi-Fi 

routers will be situated around the 

base to turn the signal into some-

thing useable. 

  According to Bessemer, the wire-

less system project has been a labor 

of love for the Airmen of the Com-

munications Squadron. With the 

high operations tempo at Bagram, 

most of the work was done on a vol-

untary basis after the mission-

oriented tasks were taken care of. 

  “The Moralenet has been some-

thing my squadron and I have 

worked very hard to try and pro-

vide,” Bessemer said. “We hope it is 

something that you will enjoy and 

make your stay at Bagram a little 

better than before.” 

Wi-MAX, Cont. 
“The Moralenet has been something my squadron 

and I have worked very hard to try and provide. We 

hope it is something that you will enjoy and make 

your stay at Bagram a little better than before.” 

- Lt. Col. William „Mack‟ Bessemer 

455th Expeditionary Communications Squadron Commander  

 



‘con passione’ 
AFCENT band plays Bagram 

for just a minute,” he said. 

   “They‟re [the servicemembers] 

totally immersed in their job 24 

hours a day so we hope this gives 

them an outlet to have some fun 

through music,” the Guardsman and 

middle school music teacher said. 

  According to reaction from those in 

the crowd, the band accomplished 

that mission. 

   “Rock n‟ roll is a great thing and 

what these guys do is awesome,” 

Senior Master Sgt. Jeffrey Conant, a 

member of the 455th Expeditionary 

Civil Engineering Squadron said.  

  “Everybody loves music and it 

definitely breaks the monotony up,” 

Sergeant Conant said. 

  Performing often means having the 

spotlight shown squarely on them, 

but High Altitude showed several 

times during their stay they don‟t 

mind sharing the stage,  sometimes 

with the unlikeliest of lyricists. 

  During their last performance at 

Bagram Airfield, U.S. Army Ser-

geant  Brandon Kernells, a squad 

leader with the 1st Battalion, 325th 

Airborne Infantry Regiment, was 

invited to close out the show with a 

rousing version of “Sweet Home 

Alabama” by Lynyrd Skynyrd. 

  “I think the band did an awesome 

job,” Sergeant Kernells said. “They 

definitely lifted morale and spirits 

here. Music is a universal language 

and events like this concert certainly 

improve cohesion among all the 

units and our different services too,” 

he said. “It‟s good to see everybody 

getting together and enjoying some 

downtime as just friends.” 

  Besides using music to relax, High 

Altitude took the time to use their 

talents to heal too. 

  “We played at the hospital which 

was extremely emotional,” Lieuten-

ant Denti said. “I think it really hits 

home when you see the troops and 
Tech. Sgt. Jeremy Buss, High Altitude bass player, performs for troops 
at the Base Exchange at Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan, July 14, 2010. 
The band, High Altitude, is the Air National Guard band of the Mid-
Atlantic based out of Pennsylvania. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. 
Christopher Boitz) ) 

By Tech. Sgt. Drew Nystrom  

455th Air Expeditionary 

Wing Public Affairs 
 

  Guitar riffs, thumping bass and lyr-

ics exalting Alabama aren‟t some-

thing you‟d expect to hear in a war 

zone, but those are exactly the 

sounds that recently  reverberated 

throughout Bagram Airfield, Af-

ghanistan. 

  High Altitude, the U.S. Air Forces 

Central Expeditionary Band, per-

formed a mix of rock 'n' roll, pop and 

country July 14 to 18 for the diverse 

people that make up “Team Ba-

gram.” 

  The U.S. Air Forces Central Expe-

ditionary Band is the first Air Force 

band permanently assigned to the 

Central Command Area of Responsi-

bility. Based in Southwest Asia, the 

band is comprised of deployed Air-

men from Active Duty, Reserve and 

Air National Guard bands. 

  These professional musicians per-

form and tour in small ensembles 

throughout the AOR to positively 

promote troop morale, diplomacy 

and outreach to host nation commu-

nities. 

  According to Lt. Joe Denti, officer 

in charge of High Altitude, this par-

ticular band is comprised of perform-

ers from the Pennsylvania Air Na-

tional Guard. 

  “We‟re here touring the AOR to 

promote and entertain through mu-

sic,” Lieutenant Denti said. “We‟ve 

had a lot of interaction with the 

troops and the main thing is to get 

them involved and excited. Hope-

fully, we‟re able to help them relax 

and take their minds off the mission 

See BAND, Next 



 
Staff Sgt. Brian 
McNally, High Alti-
tude guitar player, 
sings for troops 
during a perform-
ance at the Base 
Exchange at Ba-
gram Airfield, Af-
ghanistan, July 14, 
2010.  
 
The band, High Alti-
tude, is the Air Na-
tional Guard band 
of the Mid-Atlantic 
based out of Penn-
sylvania. (U.S. Air 
Force photo/Staff 
Sgt. Christopher 
Boitz) 

civilians and children there. Being 

able to take music to them and see 

how they react and how it uplifts 

their spirits really meant a lot to us,” 

he said. 

  As much as the band enjoys provid-

ing a smile or just a moment of re-

laxation, the connection forged be-

tween performer and audience is a 

two-way street according to Master 

Sgt. Howard Boots, instrumentalist 

and vocalist with High Altitude. 

  “Being a music teacher in my civil-

ian job, I tell my students all the time 

music is a universal language,” Ser-

geant Boots said. “You see it no less 

so here. These men and women are 

in some really hazardous duty. To 

have a moment to make music to-

gether – and usually share some con-

versation and similarities in back-

ground – is a real cool thing,” he 

said. 

  “I‟ll never forget it.” 

BAND, Cont. 

Staff Sgt. Brian Patishnock, High Altitude drummer, plays for troops 
during a performance at the Base Exchange at Bagram Airfield, Afghani-
stan, July 14, 2010. The band, High Altitude, is the Air National Guard 
band of the Mid-Atlantic based out of Pennsylvania. (U.S. Air Force 
photo/Staff Sgt. Christopher Boitz)  



 

 

455th Expeditionary Force Support Squadron hosts455th Expeditionary Force Support Squadron hosts

CASINO NIGHTCASINO NIGHTCASINO NIGHT   
C asino Night, a morale-lifting 

event hosted by the 455th Ex-

peditionary Force Support Squadron, was 

held Tuesday at the Vulture‟s Nest here at 

Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan. 

 

U.S. servicemembers played casino-type 

games like Texas Hold „Em, Blackjack 

and others for an opportunity to enjoy 

themselves outside of normal duties and 

the chance to win prizes.  



 



History Spotlight: 

History of the Silk Road 
By: Ms. Ashley Armes, 455th Air Expeditionary Wing Historian 

The Han Dynasty in China is 

credited with establishing the 

great Silk Road across Asia in 

the fourth-century B.C.  How-

ever, Alexander the Great also 

contributed to its establishment.  

In 329 B.C., he founded the city 

of Alexandria Eschate in present

-day Tajikistan, which became a 

major staging point on the 

northern Silk Road.  In fact, the 

term, ―Silk Road,‖ is actually 

misleading.  It was not a single 

route, as the name implies, but 

consisted of several different 

trade routes that were used to 

transverse approximately 4,000 

miles of terrain from Asia, 

across the Middle East, to 

Europe. 

  The northern route ran from 

China to the Black Sea.  There 

was also a central route, which 

ran from China through the Per-

sian Empire and the Eastern 

Mediterranean before continuing 

on the Rome, Italy.  Finally, the 

southern overland route ran 

westward through regions in-

cluding Afghanistan, India, and 

Iran.  Afghan cities on the route 

included Herat, Bamyan (former 

home to the famous Buddha 

statues), and Kabul. 

  As its name indicates, silk was 

one of the items traded across 

the road’s network.  Other items 

included jade, tea, ceramics, and 

furs, which traveled to the West.  

But silk dominated the trade, as 

Romans were particularly inter-

ested in obtaining it for luxuri-

ous clothing and other fineries.  

They were dependent on the 

East to provide this unique ma-

terial, as Western civilization 

did not discover how silk was 

made until the sixth century 

A.D. Items like gold, ivory, glass, 

and horses flowed eastward to 

Asia. 

  Bactrian traders profited from 

the Silk Road, collecting items 

for trading from various regions.  

It was rare to transverse the en-

tire Silk Road.  Instead, traders 

operated within their own seg-

ments and passed goods along 

the route.  The Road served as 

an ancient melting pot of all dif-

ferent cultures.  The area was 

somewhat unified by the Mongol 

conquests in the 1200s, which 

essentially created one large em-

pire that included India, West 

Asia, and China.  But this unity 

did not last. 

  Trade along the Silk Road 

eventually declined around 

1400, due for the most part to 

the pioneering of sea routes that 

proved more conducive to trade 

than over-land travel.   Through-

out its history, many historically 

important figures traversed the 

Silk Road, including Genghis 

Kahn, the great Mongol con-

queror.   As one of the first Euro-

peans to travel the Silk Road to 

China, the Venetian explorer 

Marco Polo crossed through Af-

ghanistan on his way to the Far 

East.  And Afghanistan, sitting 

at the crossroads between Per-

sia, China, and India, played a 

prominent role in the history of 

the Silk Road.  

















SARC FAQs 
 

Sexual Assault Prevention Safety/Risk Reduction In-

formation: 

Sexual Assault can occur in any type of relationship, 

but most perpetrators of sexual assault are known to 

their victims. Among victims ages 18 to 29, two-thirds 

had a prior relationship with the offender. The Bureau 

of Justice Statistics  reports that, in 2000, 6 in 10 rape 

or sexual assault victims said that they were assaulted 

by an intimate partner, relative, friend, or acquaint-

ance. Call the Sexual Assault Response Coordinator 

(SARC) at 431-4060 or contact via Command Post at 

431-4400 for help. Army members should seek assis-

tance with their Unit Victim Advocate or D-SARC ; you 

may also call 431-4060 or 431-4400 via Command 

Post for assistance. 

Always take a Wingman 

If you are interested in becoming a 
Victim Advocate, contact 

Maj. Greg Jones 
DSN: 318-431-4060 

SARC SMARTS 
 

Q. What is the SAPR 

Program? 
 

A. The Sexual Assault 

Prevention and Re-

sponse Program was 

designed by the De-

partment of Defense as 

a means of eliminating 

incidents of sexual as-

sault through aware-

ness. Its main focus 

centers on training and 

prevention of sexual as-

sault in the military. It 

provides training and 

awareness to Airmen 

about how to prevent  

becoming a victim.  



 

NEWCOMERS INPROCESSING: All Air Force 

members are required to in-process with PERSCO. The 

in-processing will start your combat pay entitlements. 

If you have been in the area of responsibility for at 

least 30 days and you are not receiving combat pay, 

visit Finance in the crow’s nest tower on Camp Cun-

ningham. If you know for a fact that you did not in 

process with PERSCO, visit PERSCO located in Bldg. 

700 near the passenger terminal. Call 431-2070/4409 

for more information. 

 

COMBAT O: Combat Orientation is every Friday at 

1245Z/0515L at the MWR Clamshell. Uniform is Air 

Force PT uniform for fitness assessment. This is a 

mandatory briefing for all Air Force personnel assigned 

to Bagram Airfield. Accountability is tracked and will 

be forwarded to the first sergeants. 

 

BAF MAIL: 
BAF residents, ensure individuals sending mail have 

your most current contact information. Ensuring 

proper postal codes are used alleviates any delays in 

receiving your mail. Below is the contact information 

required for individuals to receive mail.  

NAME -  (Eg. Jane Doe; no rank) 

UNIT  -   (Eg. 455 ECS/SCXK) 

Bagram Airfield or BAF 

APO AE 09352  

  

CITIZENSHIP FOR MILITARY MEMBERS: 
If you are a deployed member of the U.S. Armed Forces 

and interested in becoming a U.S. citizen, you may be 

eligible to apply for citizenship under a special provi-

sion in the Immigration and Nationality Act. The Com-

bined Joint Task Force 101 legal client service office 

can assist and conduct naturalization ceremonies on 

Bagram Airfield in May and November of each year. 

For any questions or assistance contact the CJTF– 101 

legal client service office at 481-8540.  

 

COMBAT STRESS: has two new programs to help 

servicemembers cope with traumatic events. Trauma 

Restoration helps individuals overcome stress reactions 

from traumatic combat and operational events they've 

experienced, while Trauma Resiliency training helps 

the individual prepare for successfully  performing in a 

future potentially traumatizing event. Groups are 

available each week-contact CSC for further informa-

tion at 431-4639 or view the RC East CSC website at 

http://bgrma7afgmedsh1/CSC/default.aspx. 

 

NEWS BRIEFS 

 

 

455th AEW Safety tip of the week 
 

SPEED LIMITS -Eight (8) kilometers per hour 

(kph)/five (5) miles per hour (mph) when ap-

proaching or passing troop formations, in park-

ing lots and troop areas, to include billeting ar-

eas, and when driving on Disney Road during 

physical training (PT) hours with a pass. Twenty

-five (25) kph/fifteen (15) mph unless otherwise 

posted. If you have questions, please contact the 

Safety Office at 431-4743. 

455th AEW Financial Tip of the Week 

 
SDP (Savings Deposit Program) - was estab-

lished to provide members of the uniformed ser-

vices serving in combat zones the opportunity to 

build up their financial savings. Member needs 

to be in the AOR for at least 30 consecutive days 

in order to participate in the program. Deposits 

can be made by allotment, check or Eagle Cash 

Card. Copy of orders, current Leave and Earn-

ings Statement and Identification Card are re-

quired to make a deposit.  Deposits may not be 

less than five dollars and must be in multiples of 

five dollars. You can only deposit the amount of 

paychecks you have accrued in the deployed loca-

tion. Amounts up to 10, 000 dollars may be de-

posited, earning 10 percent interest per annum 

(two and one half percent quarterly). Interest 

will continue to accrue on the account up to 90 

days after departure from the combat zone. After 

that 90 days, interest will stop accruing. You can 

track/withdraw your SDP via myPay.  

455th AEW Policies and Procedures  

 
FLIGHTLINE PHOTOGRAPHY — Personnel 

on Bagram Airfield are not authorized to take 

still photography or video imagery on the air-

field flight line unless authorized by the 455th 

Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs office and 

455th Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron. 

Images must be used for official use only. Viola-

tors of this policy will be detained and possibly 

taken into custody. Call 455th AEW/PA at 431-

2371 for more information. 

http://bgrma7afgmedsh1/CSC/default.aspx





